Children’s Zoo Attractions

Entryway 

The entrance is a short walk from the Zoo’s Global Plaza. As you emerge into the Children’s Zoo, colorful macaws welcome you to a time when nature was the only playground.   


Gathering Circle 

The Gathering Circle, inlaid with beautiful ribbons of stained glass, serves as the launching point where you will choose the trail toward your first adventure of the day. All of the trails eventually interconnect, allowing you to head to your favorite animal habitat or the Barnyard.  
My Secret Forest

Want to explore the secrets of the outdoors? My Secret Forest is unlike any backyard playground you’ve experienced.  

· Visit the hollow log home, the willow tunnel, or the research station.  

· Dig in the sandbox. 
· Play in the old safari vehicle.

Special care went into saving large trees and plantings in this area so it maintains that shady, overgrown feeling of the forest. Look closely and you’ll even spot a faux honeycomb in the branches, representing the Zoo’s concern for the importance of bees.     
The Waterway 

Playing in the water is one of the great joys of childhood. This special low-rise creek features trickling water—just perfect for wading or splashing. Life-sized statues of native animals are hidden along the streambed, just waiting to be discovered.    


At one end of the pool is the flamingo home. Although it appears to flow directly into the children’s streambed, it has a separate water system. Along the flamingo viewing area are three tall “dirt” mounds built to mirror flamingo nests. Children are invited to crawl atop the mounds and pretend to care for the eggs.  


The other end of the streambed features a large koi and turtle pond. This also has a separate water system, and is for viewing only. Some of the koi, which resemble giant goldfish, weigh over fifteen pounds!  
Monkey Play


Monkeys have always been a favorite animal for visitors to watch. The new area will house both Spider and Squirrel monkeys. Their enclosure includes structures for swinging and climbing plus, there are some heated vines to keep the monkeys toasty on a chilly day. The same climbing structures are outside of the exhibit, too, so children can imitate the monkeys’ movements!  
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The Underground 

Travel into the Underground to get a “worm’s eye” view of life down under. In this non-scary area, aquariums are filled with a variety of invertebrates, ranging from scorpions to spiders. Make your way back to the earth’s surface by:

· Climbing through a hollowed-out tree

· Crossing the swinging tree bridge

· Sliding on the root slide

Rest assured, alternate paths are provided for those less-hardy travelers. The Underground always has a view to the sunlight so that young children won’t be fearful. Instead, they will find that exploring the underground is as fun as, well, digging in the dirt!  
Grandma’s Porch 

When our Zoo team brainstormed about their childhood experiences, a common theme was sitting outside on Grandma’s old-fashioned porch. Although the Zoo’s version resembles a large covered platform (complete with rocking chairs) it serves as the perfect place to hold special events and conduct educational classes.         

The area near Grandma’s Porch features other backyard elements.

· The Senses Garden is a true “scratch and sniff” area. Children can touch and smell plants selected for their texture and fragrance.  
· The Grassy Meadow is designed for a family picnic or a place to just run off some energy.  


Expect to visit Grandma’s Porch often for a variety of fun programs. 
Barnyard

The Zoo’s Barnyard is the ideal place to have personal contact with sheep, goats, hogs and more. Each species was selected for its gentleness with kids and because it represents a rare American breed. Inside the barnyard corral, dwarf goats will roam free among visitors. Zoo keepers will be on hand to answer questions and help visitors touch the animals. The barn, itself, is one of the nicest architectural elements in the Children’s Zoo. Special attention was given to designing the stalls, which provides for visitor viewing and animal safety. Also included is a play stall in which children can pretend to prepare the animals’ meals.  
Explorikeet Adventure 

The ever-popular lorikeet aviary has been a Zoo favorite since 2003. During Children’s Zoo construction, these colorful birds have been behind-the-scenes, awaiting the redesign of their home. Some of the previous area has been utilized, but visitors will find an improved Nectaurant for purchasing nectar and indoor viewing on days when the birds must stay inside. 
Plants

Plants are the other living creatures children will enjoy “meeting” in the Children’s Zoo. Throughout the new exhibit, trees and flowers play a critical role in providing shade, ambiance and play experiences. Mature oak trees and a historic lacebark were carefully protected during construction. The Senses Garden is filled with touch-friendly plants, such as soft, wooly Lambs Ear. Fragrant lemon thyme, peppermint and spearmint will leave your mouth watering. And, pink plants are located suspiciously close to the flamingo yard!  
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