 TENTATIVE PROGRAM AND AGENDA

Tuesday, May 11th
SSP/EEP Closed Meeting  (TBD)

4:00-6:00  Registration open (Sheraton Hotel, hallway by workshop room)

Wednesday, May 12th
7:00-9:00  Registration open (Sheraton Hotel, hallway by workshop room)

Breakfast on your own
8:00-8:15  Welcome 

     Dwight Scott, Executive Director of the Oklahoma City Zoological Park and Botanical Garden

8:15-9:00  Keynote Speaker, Charlene Jendry 

9:00-10:00  Gorilla Status Updates,  Pt. 1 (Dwight Scott, Moderator) 

The Pan African Sanctuary Alliance (Dwight Scott, Moderator)
Doug Cress, Executive Director, Pan African Sanctuary Alliance, Africa
The Ape TAG Conservation Initiative: Helping Zoos Help Wild Apes
Tara Stoinsky, Zoo Atlanta, Georgia, U.S. and The Dian Fossey Gorilla Fund International

Note: All workshop presentations are 30 minutes each (20 minutes, plus 10 min for questions/ answers)

10:00-10:30  Break (snacks and drinks provided)

10:30-12:00  Gorilla Status Updates, Pt. 2 (Brian Aucone, Moderator)

Gorilla Welfare Research: What Do We Already Know, And What Do We Need To Find Out?

Sonya P. Hill, North of England Zoological Society (Chester Zoo), Chester, UK

The 2010 Gorilla SSP® Update

Kristen Lukas, Cleveland Metroparks Zoo; Dan Wharton, Chicago Zoological Society, U.S.

Gorilla European Endangered Species Program (EEP)

Neil Bemment, Paignton Zoo Environmental Park, Devon, Europe 

12:00-1:00  Lunch Provided (Sheraton Hotel)
1:00-3:00  Infant Husbandry Sessions (?Dusty Lombardi?, Moderator)
Innovations In Raising A Mother Rejected Baby Gorilla
Les Stegenga, Calgary Zoo, U.S.

The Columbus Zoo Gorilla Surrogacy Program
Dusty  Lombardi, Barb Jones and Maureen Casale, Columbus Zoo, U.S.

Hasani, Meet Your New Mom: A Gorilla Surrogate Introduction at San Francisco Zoo
Kathy Edwards, Gorilla Keeper, San Francisco Zoo, U.S.

Rear Assisted Development in Apes: A Paradigm Shift

Kimberly Livingstone, Zoological Society of San Diego, California, U.S. 

3:00-3:30  Break (snacks and drinks provided)
3:30-5:30  Bachelor Groups Sessions (Neil Bemment, Moderator)

Bachelor Gorilla Group in Schmutzer Primate Center 

Pudjiwati Enny, Director, and Utami Mimi, General Curator, Ragunan Zoological Park, Jakarta, Indonesia

The Function of Copulation in Bonding and Hierarchy in Captive Bachelor Gorilla Groups 

Jan Eileen Mead, Wichita State University 

Bachelor males act differently towards their kin than breeder males 

P. Kirsten Pullen 1,2, A.B. Plowman 1 and L.A. Leaver 2  

1 Whitley Wildlife Conservation Trust / Paignton Zoo, Paignton, Devon, UK 

2 School of Psychology, Exeter University, Perry Road, Exeter, Devon, UK 
Age, Rearing History and Relatedness as Determinants of Gorilla Dominance Behaviors in Bachelor Groups

Candice Medina, University of Colorado at Boulder
6:00 and 6:30 Buses load for ice breaker  
7:00-9:00  Ice Breaker, National Museum of Cowboy and Western Heritage
9:00 and 9:30 Buses load to return to hotel
Thursday, May 13th
7:00-9:00  Registration open (Sheraton Hotel, hallway by workshop room)

Breakfast on your own
7:45-8:00 Welcome and Announcements (Dwight Scott or Laura Bottaro)
8:00-8:45 Keynote Speaker, Dr. Ilana Kutinsky 
8:45-10:00   Cardiology Ultrasounds Panel Discussion (Rachel Daneault, Moderator)
Kristen Lukas Ph.D., Curator of Conservation and Science, Cleveland Metroparks Zoo; Chair of the Gorilla SSP; Hayley Murphy, DVM, Director of Veterinary Services, Zoo Atlanta; SSP/TAG Veterinary Advisor; Jodi Carrigan, Primate Keeper, Zoo Atlanta; Kirk Suedmeyer, DVM, Director of Animal Health, Kansas City Zoo; Rachel Daneault, Zoological Manager of Primates, Disney’s Animal Kingdom; Monica Chaplin, Primate Keeper, Disney’s Animal Kingdom; Jennifer D’Agostino, Director of Veterinary Services, Oklahoma City Zoo, Ilana Kutinski, Ph.D., Cardiologist, Beaumont Hospitals, Michigan

10:00-10:30  Break (snacks and drinks provided)

10:30-12:00  Veterinary Husbandry Sessions (Dr. Jennifer D’Agostino, Moderator)
Saving Rafiki: Diagnosis and Treatment of Infectious Mastoiditis in a Western Lowland Gorilla 

Heidi Genter and Michelle Brown, Cheyenne Mountain Zoo, U.S.

Husbandry Techniques Contributing to the Successful Surgery and Recovery of a Gorilla Neonate with Spina Bifida

Hugh Bailey, Woodland Park Zoo, Seattle, Washington, U.S.
Training Cardiac Health Behaviors in Western Lowland Gorillas

Rachel Daneault, Disney’s Animal Kingdom, Florida, U.S.

12:00-1:30  Lunch Provided at Bricktown Brewery, downtown, within walking distance
2:00-3:30  Gorilla Nutrition Sessions, Pt. 1  (Elena Hoellein, Moderator)
A 2010 Survey of Gorilla Diets: A Follow Up of the 1997 National Dietary Survey

Bonnie K. Smith and Dr. Melissa Remis, Purdue University, U.S.

Preliminary Results of a Study on Gorilla Adiposity: A closer look at diet, body composition and behavior

Elena Hoellein Less, Cleveland Metroparks Zoo, Ohio, U.S  and Richard Bergl 
Gorilla Nutrition – Animal Care Manual

Deb Schmidt, St. Louis Zoo, Missouri, U.S.

3:30-4:00  Break (snacks and drinks provided)
4:00-5:00  Gorilla Nutrition Sessions, Pt. 2 Weight Loss (Elena Hoellein, Moderator)
Gorilla Weight Loss Program – A Nutritional and Husbandry Challenge

MVZ. Andrea Saucedo-Rodríguez, e.MVZ. Luis Soto-Rendón, Guadalajara Zoo, Paseo del Zoologico 

Biggest Loser-Gorilla Style: How small husbandry changes can result in significant weight losses

Maureen Leahy, Lincoln Park Zoo, Chicago, Illinois, U.S.

FREE NIGHT, ENJOY THE TOWN!
Friday, May 14th
7:00-9:00  Registration open (Sheraton Hotel, hallway by workshop room)

Breakfast on your own
7:45-8:00 Welcome and Announcements (Jennifer Davis)
8:00-8:45  Keynote Speaker, David Morgan
8:45-9:45  Gorilla Nutrition Sessions, Pt. 3 Specialty Diets (Jennifer Davis, Moderator)
North Carolina Zoo Gorilla Chow-Free Diet: A Keeper’s Perspective 

Aaron M. Jesue, North Carolina Zoo, U.S.

Development and Implementation of Low Starch Primate Chow at Disney’s Animal Kingdom

Monica Chaplin (presenter), Linda Cory and David Shrake, Disney’s Animal Kingdom, Florida, U.S.

9:45-10:15  Break (drinks and snacks provided)
10:15-11:45  Gorilla Training Sessions (Jennifer Davis, Moderator)
The Effects Of Positive Reinforcement Training On The Abnormal Behaviors Of An Adult Female Western Lowland Gorilla (Gorilla Gorilla Gorilla)

Roby Eisner, Miami Metrozoo, Florida U.S.

Kristen Lukas, Cleveland Metroparks Zoo, Ohio, U.S.

Emergency Recall Training for Gorillas at Disney’s Animal Kingdom

Monica Chaplin and Wendy Crofut, Disney’s Animal Kingdom, Florida, U.S.

Station Training- How One Simple Technique Made Shifting Go From Stressful to Stress Less

Kristen Farley-Rambo, Primate Keeper, Philadelphia Zoo, U.S.

11:45-1:15  Lunch Provided at Chelino’s Mexican Restaurant (downtown, within walking distance)
1:15-2:15   Gorilla Introduction Sessions, Pt. 1  (Jennifer Davis, Moderator)
Introduction of Captive Male Western Lowland Gorillas And Male Drill Monkeys In A Zoo Setting

Jennifer Thomas, Lindsay Maess, and Robert Lessnau, Detroit Zoological Society, Royal Oak, Mi, U.S.

Introduction of 1.0 Anakka (24yrs) to 0.3 Cassie, Kebi, Toni 

Mandi Demczyk, Columbus Zoo, Ohio, U.S.

2:15-2:45  Break (snacks and drinks provided)

2:45-3:45  Gorilla Introduction Sessions, Pt. 2 (Jennifer Davis, Moderator)
Behavioral Effects Of Female Immigration On Solitary And Bachelor Group Male Gorillas (Gorilla Gorilla Gorilla) In Captivity

Tracy Fenn1 (presenter), Stephen Ross2, Katherine Wagner2, Brian Price1
1Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens, 370 Zoo Parkway, Jacksonville, FL, 32218, USA

2Lester E. Fisher Center for the Study and Conservation of Apes, Lincoln Park Zoo, 2001 North Clark, Chicago, IL, 60614, USA

Waiting For Her Time To Come: A Young Female Gorilla Makes An Unpredictable Debut On A New Social Stage
Dominic Calderisi and Maureen Leahy, Lincoln Park Zoo, Chicago, Illinois, U.S.

3:45-4:45  Conservation/Field Work Session, Pt. 1 (???Moderator)

Building a Gorilla Rehabilitation and Conservation Education Center in the Democratic Republic of Congo  

Tammie Bettinger1, Rachel Daneault1, Joe Christman1, Debby Cox2, Doug Cress3

Disney’s Animal Kingdom1, Dian Fossey Gorilla Fund International2, Pan African Sanctuary Alliance3 

Baltimore Zoo Presentation (awaiting details)
Beth Armstrong, Brevard Zoo
4:45-5:30   Roundtable Discussion on Wound Management  (?Garth?, Moderator)

FREE NIGHT
Saturday, May 15th
7:00-9:00  Registration open (Sheraton Hotel, hallway by workshop room)

Breakfast on your own
7:45-8:00  Welcome and Announcements (Brian Aucone)
8:00-9:30  General Husbandry Sessions (Brian Aucone, Moderator)
Solitary Captive Western Lowland Gorilla Survey Results (Hopefully) Useless Information for the Future

Tad K. Schoffner, Cleveland Metroparks Zoo, Ohio, U.S. 

Mixed Species; the future for our silverbacks

Michelle Green, Curator Mammals, Santa Barbara Zoo, California, U.S.

Gorilla Health Project – The Database

Pam Dennis and Sharon Gehri, Cleveland Metroparks Zoo, Ohio, U.S.

Tom Meehan, Chicago Zoological Society/Brookfield Zoo, Illinois, U.S.

Natalie Mylniczenko, Disney’s Animal Kingdom, Florida, U.S.

Hayley Murphy, Zoo Atlanta, Georgia, U.S.
9:30-9:45  Break (snacks and drinks provided)
9:45-11:45  Conservation/Field Work  Sessions, Pt. 2 (Brian Aucone, Moderator)
Application of Geographic Information Systems Technology to the Conservation of the Cross River Gorilla in Nigeria and Cameroon.

Richard A. Bergl, Ph.D., North Carolina Zoological Park (Presenting Author), U.S.

Engaging Gorillas and Guests: Facilitating Gorilla Conservation Inspiration  

Ron Evans, Primate Team Leader, Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical Garden, U.S.

A Day in the Life of a Gorilla Sanctuary in Cameroon

Susan Lutter, Ape Action Africa

Funding Gorilla Conservation Efforts

Jennifer Davis and Great EscApe Staff, Oklahoma City Zoo, U.S.

12:00 and 12:30 Buses load for Zoo Day
12:30-9:00  Zoo Day, Oklahoma City Zoological and Botanical Garden

12:30-2:00  Lunch at the Roughneck Pavilion
   
Keeper Chats and Behind-the-Scenes Tours available (map and details will be provided)



6:00-8:00  Dinner at the Roughneck Pavilion
7:30 and 8:00  Buses leave to return to hotel

Sunday, May 16th
8:00   Buses load for post-conference tour to Sedgwick County Zoo

10:30 Tentative arrival at Sedgewick County Zoo
3:30  Buses load to return to conference center

5:30  Tentative return time.

Guest Speakers

Charlene Jendry

Charlene has worked at the Columbus Zoo and Aquarium for more than twenty years. Fourteen of those years were spent as a gorilla keeper working with one of the most successful captive gorilla populations in the United States. Charlene and Beth Armstrong organized the first International Gorilla Workshop held at the Columbus Zoo in 1990 and together, co-founded the “GORILLA GAZETTE,” an international newsletter which promotes the flow of information between people who work with the captive gorilla population and field researchers. In 1992, Charlene was invited to study the behavior of mountain gorillas at the Karisoke Research Center in Rwanda. 
Charlene observed how free-ranging gorillas used their environment for play and creating natural visual barriers within their groups; this information was adapted to create more stimulating environments for gorillas at the Columbus Zoo. Charlene is a founding member of Partners In Conservation (PIC), a Columbus Zoo project designed to assist both mountain gorillas and people in habitat countries. PIC supports conservation projects, education initiatives and humanitarian programs in Central Africa and conservation outreach programs in the United States. PIC offers people an opportunity to become involved, work together and then assist conservation efforts and local people in Rwanda and the Democratic Republic of Congo.

Dr. Ilana Kutinsky

Cardiac disease is a major cause of death for adult gorillas in zoological institutions. In response, Dr. Ilana Kutinsky partnered with the Gorilla SSP’s Veterinary Advisory Team to develop the National Gorilla Cardiac Database. As a cardiologist from Beaumont Hospitals in Michigan, Dr. Kutinsky lends her expertise in the interpretation of echocardiograms, consulting with over 100 primate cases in North America. 
The goal of the database is to establish “normal” echo data for male and female gorillas of different ages. This information can then be used for interpreting echocardiograms, evaluating treatment effectiveness, and looking for trends in cardiac disease development and progression. This information is essential for the identification of risk factors associated with cardiac disease and can be used to help identify other disease syndromes seen in zoological populations. It will also provide improved treatment protocols and hopefully aid in preventing cardiac disease in captive gorillas.

David Morgan

David Morgan graduated from Western Carolina University in 1992 where he majored in Biology. Following his undergraduate studies, David worked at several zoological institutions including Busch Gardens, Tampa, Disney’s Animal Kingdom, Lowry Park Zoo and the Smithsonian. His long-term interest in African great apes eventually led him to an

assistantship with the Mbeli Bai Project located in the Nouabale-Ndoki National Park of the Republic of Congo. 
In 1999, Morgan initiated a study of chimpanzees in the nearby pristine forests of the Goualougo Triangle. His investigation on the social structure, distribution and ecology of chimpanzee communities was the focus of his doctoral research at Cambridge University. Along with Crickette Sanz, he is co-principal investigator of the Goualougo Triangle Ape Project. Their research focuses on the socioecology and tool use of wild chimpanzees, overlapped with gorillas. Morgan is a Research Fellow for the Fisher Center for the Study and Conservation of Apes at Lincoln Park Zoo in Chicago. He collaborates with other field biologists and scientists on research projects aimed at improving the conservation status of chimpanzee and gorilla populations throughout Africa. He serves on the IUCN's Primate Specialist Group and is a founding member of the A.P.E.S. database initiative.
